300           THE AERIAL AGE
Two of my crew said that they heard the words,
"Clear the line!" which evidently had reference to the thing trailing from the ship. A muttering of voices on the ship in the air indicated very plainly that there was some excitement above us. I think the surprise on the America was as great as our own. But the airship had a perfect steering arrangement. She came at us almost like the wind, and when almost on us she turned suddenly, like a motor car shooting around a corner or a short curve, and passed harmlessly out to sea."
The light the skipper saw upon the America was our red hot exhaust pipe!